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Art Unit: 3637 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 1-12, 20-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Dean 
(3728834). 

Dean (figures 2, 7-1 1) shows a wall element assembly comprising a coupling profile 
(520), wall elements (512, 100, 102), at least one cover profile for covering the coupling profile, 
the coupling of the wall elements to each other for the wall element assembly consists essentially 
of the coupling profile, the cover profile (5 1 8) is coupled to the coupling profile for the covering, 
the wall elements abut each other (figure 7 shows the elements 100 and the its other extended 
part which is M-shaped and element 102 abut), the cover profile fully covers the coupling profile 
(502, figure 1 1), the cover profile is situated on the other side of the coupling profile rather than 
the side of the coupling profile where the wall elements meet (figure 2, 7), the cover profile 
extends over the pairs of wall elements in a direction perpendicular to the longitudinal direction 
of the wall elements (figure 7), the coupling profile is made of a rigid material, the profile being 
metal, the wall elements being made of wood (col 2 line 22), the coupling profile at the cover 
side forms an angle of greater than 180o (figure 7 shows the parts 32' and 40' having angle 
greater than 180o), the coupling profile is straight, the coupling profile is provided with an 
outermost recess for accommodating the cover profile and an innermost recess for 
accommodating ends of the wall elements (figures 7), the at least one cover profile fully covers 
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the coupling profile, the connected wall elements abut each other, the wall elements are garden 
house wall elements (inherently can function as garden house wall elements), the coupling 
profile for coupling the wall elements to each other without glue or fastener for the wall element 
assembly, the cover profile only for coupling to and covering the coupling profile when the 
coupling profile couples the wall elements for the wall element assembly. 
3. Claims 1-6, 10-12, 20-21, 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Bagley Sr. (3500600) 

Bagley Sr. (figure 3) shows a wall element assembly comprising a one piece coupling 
profile (26), wall elements (20), at least one cover profile(50) for covering the coupling profile, 
the coupling of the wall elements to each other for the wall element assembly consists essentially 
of the coupling profile, the cover profile(50) is coupled to the coupling profile(26) for the 
covering, the wall elements abut each other, the cover profile fully covers the coupling profile, 
the cover profile is situated on the other side of the coupling profile rather than the side of the 
coupling profile where the wall elements meet, the cover profile extends over the pairs of wall 
elements in a direction perpendicular to the longitudinal direction of the wall elements (per parts 
56 and 58), the coupling profile is made of a rigid material, the coupling profile at the cover side 
forming an angle greater than 180 degrees, the coupling profile is straight (vertically), the 
coupling profile is provided with an outermost recess (the space between parts 40 and 32) for 
accommodating the cover profile and an innermost recess (the space within parts 38, 30, 36, 28) 
for accommodating ends of the wall elements, the at least one cover profile fully covers the 
coupling profile, the connected wall elements abut each other, the wall elements are garden 
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house wall elements (inherently capable of functioning as a garden house wall elements), the 
cover profile being located at an opposite, outer side of the coupling profile. 
4. Claims 1, 3, 5-7, 10-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Cooper (4532739) 

Cooper (figure 2) shows a wall element assembly comprising a one piece coupling 
profile (7, 6), wall elements (24, inherently can be wall elements as claimed), at least one cover 
profile(figure 4) for covering the coupling profile, the coupling of the wall elements to each other 
for the wall element assembly consists essentially of the coupling profile, the cover profile is 
coupled to the coupling profile(7, 6) for the covering, the cover profile fully covers the coupling 
profile, the cover profile extends over the pairs of wall elements in direction perpendicular to the 
longitudinal direction of the wall elements (per parts 18), the coupling profile being made of a 
rigid material, the coupling profile being made of metal (col 1 lines 40-45), the coupling profile 
at the cover side forming an angle greater than 180 degrees, the coupling profile is straight 
((figure 1), the coupling profile is provided with an outermost recess (the space between part 12 
and part 14) for accommodating the cover profile, an innermost recess (the space where the tip 
25 of part 24 go into, figure 2) for accommodating ends of the wall elements, the outermost 
recess being limited to either side by two outermost legs (11), the longitudinal edges of the cover 
profile being provided with respective recesses (figure 4, the recess between part 18 and 20) to 
fit over the outermost legs, and the innermost recess being limited to either side by two 
innermost legs (figure 2, the leg 7), the ends of the wall elements (25) being provided with 
respective recesses to fit over the respective innermost legs, the outermost legs having a square 
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buckle, the outermost and innermost legs have been arranged perpendicularly to the base surface 
of the outermost recess and the innermost recess respectively. 

5. Claim 22 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Blick III et al 
(4065885). 

Blick III et al (figure 10) shows a wall element assembly wall elements, a coupling 
profile (124) for coupling the wall elements to each other without glue or fastener for the wall 
element assembly (not using glue or fastener to attach the profile to the elements), a cover profile 
(15) only for coupling to and covering the coupling profile when the profile couples the wall 
elements for the wall element assembly. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 16-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Dean 
(3728834). 

Dean (figure 5) shows a wall element assembly comprising a coupling profile (28), wall 
elements (102, 100), at least one cover profile(48) for covering the coupling profile, the coupling 
of the wall elements to each other for the wall element assembly consists essentially of the 
coupling profile, the cover profile (48) is coupled to the coupling profile for the covering, the 
coupling profile is provided with an outermost recess (where part 48 and 14 go into) for 
accommodating the cover profile, an innermost recess (the space therebetween 124 and 126) for 
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accommodating ends of the wall elements, the outermost recess being limited to either side by 
two outermost legs (the legs which part 48 is attached to), the longitudinal edges of the cover 
profile being provided with respective recesses (the space within the outermost legs) to fit over 
the respective outermost legs, the innermost recess being limited to either side by two inner most 
legs (the legs to the outside of channels 124, 126), the ends of the wall elements having recesses 
(the space at 104) to fit over the respective innermost legs. 

Dean does not show a pair of lower edge members coupled to the coupling profile, the 
innermost recess accommodating the ends of the lower edge members, the ends of the lower 
edge members having recesses to fit over the innermost legs, the lower edge members being 
covered by the cover profile. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify Dean's structure to show a pair of lower edge members coupled to the 
coupling profile, the innermost recess accommodating the ends of the lower edge members, the 
ends of the lower edge members having recesses to fit over the innermost legs, the lower edge 
members being covered by the cover profile because having a pair of lower edge members would 
enable the formation of a tall wall without the need for very high wall elements as lower edge 
members/wall elements which stack one on top of the other would provide for a tall wall, and 
having lower edge members with same features as the wall element would allow for the ease of 
manufacturing of the wall elements. 

Dean as modified shows a pair of lower edge members (the lower wall elements), the 
lower edge members coupled to the profile (the same way as the upper wall elements), the 
innermost recess accommodating the ends of the lower edge members (the same way as the 
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upper wall elements), the ends of the lower edge members having recesses to fit over the 
innermost legs (the same way as the upper wall elements), the lower edge members being 
covered by the cover profile (the same way as the upper wall elements). 

Response to Arguments 
8. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-23 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

With respect to applicant's arguments to Dean, examiner respectfully points out the 
following. Applicant states that Dean does not show the coupling of the wall elements consists 
essentially of the coupling profile, examiner respectfully disagrees. As set forth, the limitation of 
" consist essentially" is not excluding, "consist essentially of is much broader than " consist of 
and is examined accordingly. With respect to " the cover profile is for covering" , the cover 
profile as shown certainly does provide "covering" for the coupling profile and thus satisfies the 
claimed limitation, with respect to " for coupling", examiner respectfully points out that Dean's 
member functions to couple structures together and thus meets the limitations of" coupling " 
With respect to applicant's argument to claim 22 that the cover profile is only for coupling to and 
covering the coupling profile and that Dean's structure is insufficient as other functions are 
excluded, examiner respectfully states that the reference shows all the claimed structural 
limitations and able to meet the claimed function. Applicant's attempt to limit the structure by 
its " function" with "only" is insufficient to overcome the rejection by structure as set forth. 
Furthermore, applicant's cover profile has more functions than set forth by applicant. The cover 
profile can function as a connector enhancer as it pushes the coupling profile and prevents it 
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from dislodging from the wall elements, can function as a joint impact barrier, can function as a 
element barrier etc. . 

With respect to claim 23 and Dean reference, the rejection as set forth shows the wall 
elements meeting each other as claimed. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. The prior art shows different coupling profiles. 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Phi D A whose telephone number is 571-272-6864. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lanna Mai can be reached on 571-272-6867. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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